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J exhort therefore, that firſt of all ſupplications, 
prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, 
be made for all men: for kings, and for all 
that are in authority; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. | 


EASEZEXROM the words of the text, as well 
. 12 gas from divers other paſſages of ſcrip- 
M WI ture, appears the great care the chri- 
tian religion has taken to promote 
the peace and quiet of communities. 
And there is a remarkable harmony in 
the precepts of the goſpel to this pur- 
poſe, ſome of them pointing out to 
us thoſe paſſions and affections, which are commonly the 
occaſions of diſorders and diſturbances, and cautioning 
us againſt them; others again directing us to that frame 
and diſpoſition of mind, and thoſe practices, which 
have a natural tendency to make communities happy. 
I ſhall begin with taking notice of ſome of the re- 
ſtraints, which our religion has laid upon us to this end. 
And becauſe ſo much miſchief has been caus'd in the 
| A 3 world 
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world by anger and reſentment, I ſhall in the firſt place 
obſerve, whar reſtraint our religion has laid upon us with 
regard to that paſſion. This is ſo very ſtrict, that ſome 
places of ſcripture ſeem ar firſt ſight not to admit of it at 
all. In one place St. Paul, ſpeaking to the Coloffians of 
the change which he ſuppoſes the goſpel had made in 
them, Now, ſays he, you alſo put off all theſe, anger, 
wrath, malice, and ſo on, Col. iii. 8. In another place 

he adviſes the Epheſians in this manner, Let all bitterneſs, 
and wrath, and anger, be put away from you, Eph. iv. 31. 
By which expreſſions the leaſt that can be meant is, that 
they were not to allow themſelves in that kind of anger, 
which is attended with malice and bitterneſs. From 
which paſſages, and ſeveral others to the ſame purpoſe, 
we plainly ſee, how averſe the religion we profeſs is to 
our indulging or gratifying this paſſion. We are diſcou- 
rag d from it, as much as is poſhible, and becauſe it is ſo 
hard to avoid exceſſes, are advis'd rather to keep ourſelves 
from it, than to venture ourſelves with a paſſion, which 
is fo difficult to be controul'd and: kept within due 
bounds. It is St. Fames's advice, James i. 19. Let every 
man be ſlow to wrath, and he aſſigns this reaſon for it; 
Por the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God, 
i. e. does not the things which God approves. d in- 
deed how is it likely that it ſhould, fince the wrath of 
man prompts him to many things which cannot but be 
diſpleaſing to God? There is great reaſon, why we 
ſhould be jealous how we admit a paſlion, that fubjects 
men to hating one another, which can never be pleaſing 
to that lawgiver, who has made love the fulfilling of his 
law. Again, if we conſider it as tempting to revenge, 
we know that all deſires of that kind muſt be diſlik d 
by him, who has made it the condition of his forgivin 

us, that we forgive one another. But moſt highly diſ- 
pleaſing to God muſt that degree of anger be, which 


hvur- 
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hurries men to endeavour the ruin and deſtruction of 
_ thoſe with whom they are offended. Of this ſort was the 
unreaſonable wrath, which Saul had conceiv'd againſt 
David, when nothing could ſatisfy him, but the death 
of an innocent perſan, who had never done him any 
hurt, but on the contrary had been very ſerviceable to 
him and his people. And ſuch was the rage of Haman 
_ againſt Mordecai, and the whole nation of the Jeus, 
when nothing would content him, but a general ſlaugh- 
ter of that people. And.it was not owing to any mer- 
cy or goodneſs in them, but to the interpoſition of God's 
providence, that, in neither of the caſes I have menti- 
on'd, their deſigns were effected. But the melancholy 
occaſion of this day ſhows'us, to what degrees of wick- 
edneſs men ſpirited up by wrath and reſentment. are 
ſometimes permitted to go. Had the authors of the tra- 
gedy of this day been ſtopp'd in their career of fury and 


leſs cruel than it was, the unparallel'd wickedneſs of a 
few had not left ſo great a ſtain and infamy not only up- 
on this country in/ particular, but upon the whole pro- 
teſtant name. That it was a national act cannot with 
any truth be aſſerted. The wiſdom of the nation, with 
great juſtice, has paſs'd that cenſure on this horrid mur- 
der, which a crime of ſo uncommon blackneſs deſery'd. 
And if Faceb had good reaſon for his abhorrence of the 
fact of Simeon and Levi, whoſe crime it was, that 
in their anger they had been guilty of the murder 
of a private perſon, how much greater reaſon, have 
all men to abhor and deteſt the fact of this day, when it 
is conſider d, with what aggravation it was attended, 
and that the perſon ſlain was not only one to whom his 
murderers could not offer any ſuch violence, without 
breaking through the greateſt reſtraints they were under 
from laws both divine and human, but one whom they 


1 Were 


malice, or had the bent and purpoſe of their rage been 
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their relation to him. But when one conſiders the pro- 


great inſtance this of the fatal and pernicious effects of 


were oblig'd ro love, and honour, and reverence, and 
not to Caffe the leaſt hurt to fall upon him from others. 
Thus tender of him ought they to have been, and had 
this been their carriage towards hum, had done 
what was reaſonable, and natural, and well becoming 


digious lengths, to which they ſuffer'd their rage to car- 
ry them, and the wicked reſolution they came to at laſt 
of deſtroying him, which they ſcrupl'd not to do open- 
ly, and in the face of the ſun, and under a pretence of 
Joins juſtice to their country ( when at the ſame time 

they were guilty of the greateſt inſolence that ever was 
offer'd to a free Pens it is not eaſy to account for 
this, unleſs we ſuppoſe they did it 0b magnitudinem infa- 
mie, and to convince all mankind, how far they had 
got beyond all the ordinary meaſures of wickedneſs, 
and all manner of reſtraint from a ſenſe of ſhame, A 


the wrath of man, and which plainly demonſtrates, how 
far it is from the righteouſneſs of God. 

But I proceed to another reſtraint which our religion 
has laid upon us, and that is with regard to the /ove of 
the world; and this takes in the love of every thing, that 


( 
is apt to kindle and cheriſh in mens minds avarice and x 
ambition, or that adminiſters fuel for them. St. James a 
obſerv'd to his brethren, what the true original was of the / 
wars and fightings that were amongſt Come they 
not hence, ſays he, even of your luſts? James iv. 1. And 9 
ſo it will ever be, that when men allow themſelves in the 0 
immoderate deſires of the honours, and riches, and plea- 1 
ſures of this life, it will be leſs to be wonder d at, if 
they diſlike their condition, and in order to obtaining = 
greater degrees of wealth and affluence, are but too £ 
ready to go into ſuch meaſures, as they would other- an 
wiſe have thought it right to avoid. fy 
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Another reſtraint of the goſpel of great uſe to ſociety 
is, the check it puts upon /elf-/ove. Againſt this the 
ſcripture has not only caution'd us, but it has rank d 
lovers of their own ſelves with thoſe, who have a form of 
godlineſs, but have nothing of its power. And nothing 
ſurely can happen more miſchievous to communities of 
men, and from which greater evils may be apprehended, 
than when any will ſuffer themſelves to ſeparate their 
private intereſt from that of the publick, and can think 
it right to purſue the former to the prejudice of the lat- 
ter. 

And when men are once become ſo much maſters of 
themſelves, that they will never be unduly influenc'd by 
anger or reſentment, when they do not feel in themſelves 
thoſe inordinate deſires which are commonly the cauſes 
of contention and ſtrife, when they have nothing of that 
ſelf-love which is apt to interfere with the good of ſoci- 
ety, they are atriv'd to a conſiderable degree in the ſocial 
virtues, and are that ſort of perſons, which all commu- 
nities muſt ever deſire may abound amongſt them. 

Nor is this all, The religion of the goſpel expreſsly re- 
quires, that men ſhould be content, and bumble, and pa- 
tient, that they ſtudy to be quiet, that they follow after the 
things that make for peace, and, which muſt ſtrongly in- 
_ and diſpoſe them to all this, that they love one ano- 
Her. | | 

But in nothing does it more appear, how well our reli- 
gion is adapted to promote the quiet and happineſs of ſo- 
ciety, than in the concern it expreſſes for civil govern- 
ment. | | 
Our Saviour himſelf was a great inſtance of ſubmiſſion 
to it. He was at the expence of a miracle to enable him- 
(elf to pay the tribute that was demanded of him. His 
anſwer to thoſe who enquir'd of him concerning the law- 
tulneſs of paying tribute W they ought to render 

| | {0 
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to Ceſar the things that were Cæſar's. He acknowledg'q 
the power of Pilate to be from God. But upon no 
occaſion does he make a plainer declaration of the neceſſity 
of ſubmitting to publick authority, than when the multi- 
tude came from the chief prieſts and elders of the people to 
ſeize him in order to putting him to death. In that cri- 
tical conjuncture, St. Peter, who ſaw what their wicked 
purpoſes were, and that they meant to deſtroy him, out 
of his zeal for his maſter's ſervice, drew his ſword, and 
ftruck a ſervant of the bigh-prieſt, and ſmote off his ear, and 
without doubt was ready to do every thing farther in de- 
fence of ſo good a maſter, But what was it, that our 
Lord ſaid to him on that occaſion ? Put up thy ſword in- 
to his place. Far from _— his miſtaken zeal, he 


condemns it, and would nor ſuffer him to proceed, and 


withal gives him a reaſon of the greateſt weight againſt it, 
by telling him, that all that take the ſword, ſhall periſh by 
the fword, i. e. that legal authority would ſupport itſelf 
againſt all oppoſers, and had a right to do ſo. 

Agrecable to this doctrine of our Saviour was the con- 
ſtant tenor of that of his apoſtles. Amongſt the new 
converts, ſome of them, who came over from Judaiſin, 
and ever had a diſlike to the Roman governors, might, 
it is likely, retain ſomething of their old prejudice againſt 
all governors whatſoever, who were ſtrangers, and not of 
their own nation ; and this might render them leſs ready 
to pay that obedience to thoſe who were ſet over them, 
than it was their duty to pay. In an affair of ſo great im- 
portance, the apoſtles ſeem-to have taken much pains in 
order to ſet them right. And therefore we find them fre- 
quently exhorting the chriſtians of thoſe times 70 be ſub- 
Jett to the bigher powers, to ſubmit themſelves to every ordi- 
nance of man, to be ſubjett to principalities and powers, to 
render to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due, fear 
to whom fear, honour to whom honour, and to all this = 

| — oblige 
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oblige chriſtians not only for wrath, but alſs for conſcience 
Ke. a 
/ And here in the text men are directed by the apoſtle to 
a duty, which in the firſt place is very fit in itſelf ro be 
perform'd, as it is a proper acknowledgment of the high 
wg of God over all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and which beſides manifeſtly inclines men both to be 
quiet themſelves under government, and to promote qui- 
etneſs in others. He exhorts that ſupplications, prayers, in- 
terceſſions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, and in 
particular for kings, and for all that are in authority, that 
ſo communities may be undiſturb'd, and every one enjoy 
the comforts of life in peace and tranquillity. Inward 
peace and ſatisfaction of mind men may expect from a ſtrict 
adherence to the duties of religion, but there is likewiſe 
great happineſs in outward peace, in living in quiet times, 
and in being undiſturb'd in that very religion, which is 
the natural ſource of ſo much joy, and this can never be 
compaſs d, unleſs men are protected from thoſe violen- 
ces and injuries, which it is the great end and intent of 
government to keep off. Therefore the apoſtle exhorts 
them to pray for kings, and all that are in authority, that 
they may lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and 
bonefly. In which words of the apoſtle to things are 


obſervable, 


I, The end of government, that men may lead quiet 
and peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty. 


IIaly, The duty of ſubjects to pray for their governors. 


I. As to the end of government; governors are deſcrib'd 
in ſome places of ſcripture, as judging, or doing juſtice and 
judgment, 1 Kings x. 9. Jer. xxii. 15. in other places as 
miniſters of God for our good, as terrors to euil works, as 
revengers to execute wrath upon them that do evil, Rom. xiii. 
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3,4. And conſidering how many intolerable violences the 
paſſions of men would put them upon, unleſs there were 
a reſtraint of this kind, that might ſerve both as a curb to 
the unreaſonable and unjuſt, and as a protection to others 
againſt them, there could be no ſuch thing as living in ſo- 
ciety, nor could communities of men ſubſiſt. The beſt 
laws imaginable, and contriv'd with the greateſt wiſdom, 
had been but a very imperfect proviſion for publick peace 
and tranquillity, if in every community there were not 
thoſe, whoſe particular buſineſs and office it was to give 
them life, _ to ſee that they have their due effect. It 
is not to be ſuppos d, but that in the numbers of particu- 
lar perſons, of which ſociety conſiſts, there will be ſome, 
who will not be hindred merely by the influences of rea- 
ſon and conſcience from doing to others great and intole- 
lerable injuries for their own profit and advantage, and 
ſhould ſuch perſons be under no more reſtraint from with- 
out, than they are from their own minds, no one could 
be ſecure either as to life or property. The larger mens 
poſſeſſions were, they would be but the ſtronger invitati- 


ons to rapin and plunder, and the owners by their means 


be only expos'd to greater injuries than others. This had 
been too great an inconvenience for any to live under, and 
no ſociety could ever have laſted, in which ſome effectual 
remedy had not been provided againſt it. This remedy in 
every country is the government of that country, and is 
as neceſſary for the welfare of ſociety, as ſociety itſelf is 
for that of individuals. And, ſuitably to the excellent 


nature of ir, we find it diſtinguiſh'd in ſcripture with the 


name of the ordinance of God, as being a thing not only 
agrecable to his will, but what he expects all due defe- 
rence ſhould be paid to, and diſobedience to which he has 
himſelf remarkably puniſh'd, as in the caſe of Corab and 
his company. God made man for ſociety, and therefore 
he intended he ſhould live under government. If = 

2 conſult 
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conſult our natures, nothing is more plain than this. God 
has implanted in us ſtrong deſires of ſociety, and the en- 
joyment of it is one of the greateſt pleaſures of life. He 
has ſo order d it, that we greatly ſtand in need one of an- 
other. All theſe things conſider'd, it cannot be doubted 
but that government has God for its author, that he is 
pleas'd when the great ends of government are anſwer'd, 
and diſpleas'd with the contrary, In every government, 
be the form of it what it will, be the power lodg'd in 
one perſon or more, the end of it is ſtill the ſame, the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, the protection of the innocent, 
and the puniſhment of evil doers. That this ſhould take 
cap is the intereſt of every man, who lives under it. 

o man would chuſe, that, either as to his perſon or 
property, he ſhould be ſubje& to violence or oppreſſion. 
Every one in his turn is glad to reap the benefit of good 
laws, and would be ſorry not to be under the ſhield of 
that authority, which is to carry them into execution. It 
is but natural for every man to deſire to fit undiſturb'd an- 
der bis own vine, and under. his own fig-tree. And from 
this manifeſt intereſt of all men does the apoſtle argue, 
when he exhorts them to pray for governors, namely, that 
under them they may lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all 
godlineſs and honefly. I come now to the other thing I ob- 
ſerv'd in the text, and that is ä 


II. The duty of ſubjects to pray for their governors. 
And if there were nothing elſe implied in government, 
than what I have been ſpeaking of, that judgment and 
juſtice be equally and duly adminiſtred, that were reaſon 
enough why ſubjects ſhould deſire that their governors 
might have the divine aſſiſtance therein. But when we 


conſider the large compaſs and extent of the buſineſs of 


government, and the great variety of things of a publick 
nature which are to be order'd by princes, and in the 
5 good 
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good or ill ordering of which the publick is ſo much con- 
cern'd, whether it be in relation to the care of things here 
at home, or of ſuch matters abroad, in which their ſub- 
ies cannot but apprehend themſelves to be intereſted, it 
"muſt be own'd that the ſtation of princes has great diffi- 
culties attending it, and it cannot but be thought highly 
reaſonable, that perſons, who have ſo you an intereſt in 
the ſucceſs of the meaſures of thoſe who govern them as 
ſubjects have, ſhould be interceſſors to God for them. If 
their buſineſs be of ſo arduous and momentous a nature, 
and which requires more than ordinary aſſiſtances, what 
help is ſo proper to be defir'd for them, as that of infinite 
wiſdom to direct them? And how great reaſons have ſub- 
jects to be petitioners in their behalf? 

Of this the primitive chriſtians had a due ſenſe, as ap- 
pears by the accounts, which the earlieſt writers give us 
of them. They did not ſacrifice to their emperors as 
Gods, becauſe they could conſider them no otherwiſe than 
as men; and tho they were to be honour'd, yet this they 
knew was a very improper way of honouring them. Bur 
they did that which was of greater ſervice to them, they 

offer'd the chriſtian ſacrifice of prayers and interceſſions 
in their behalf, and were ſuitors with him, on whom the 
proſperity of princes and ſtates depends, that he would 
ſend down his bleſſings on them. The prayers of the 
chriſtians attended them in their wars, when they fought 
with their enemies in the field ; and the ſame prayers were 
offer d, that their government might be happy and ſuc- 
ceſsful at home. | 5 | 

This regard did the firſt chriſtians pay even to heathen 
governors, and are not chriſtian ones entitl'd at leaſt to 
an equal regard from their ſubjects? When we conſider 
our own conſtitution in particular, in which the intereſt 
of the prince is ſo much interwoven with that of the 
people, can we think it right either to omit the duty di- 
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rected in the text of praying for princes, or to be without 
that affection for them, that concern for their honour and 
dignity, and that hearty deſire of the good ſucceſs of their 
government, that the offering up of prayers in their be- 
half ever ſuppoſes ? | 
Had ſuch a diſpoſition as this prevail'd more in thoſe 
times which brought on the horrid fact of this day, many 
of the fatal ſteps that led to it had never been taken; the 


character of the king had not been treated with ſo little 


reſpect; the many calumnies and libels againſt him had 
never been ſpread with ſo much induſtry to poifon the 
minds of his people, and to give them ill impreſſions con- 
cerning him; nor had they been receiv'd with ſo much 
readineſs as they were; things had taken a different turn, 
more favourable to the true intereſts both of the king and 
his people, and had not ended as they did, in the over- 


throw of the conſtitution, as well as the deſtruction of the 


king ; inſtead of this, when grievances had been com- 


plain'd of and repreſented, and that particular redreſs of 


them that was deſir'd had been obtain d, all the uneaſineſs 
caus'd by them had ceas' d of courſe, and the king's mani- 
feſt willingneſs to make the minds of his ſubjects eaſy had 
had its due effect in deſervedly endearing him to them. 
Had nothing been in view but the publick good, and the 
ſecurity of the rights of the ſubject, and had no deſires 
but of that kind entred into the meaſures of thoſe days, 


it could not but be ſeen by what had been granted, that 
enough had been done to remove all their fears and ap- 


prehenſions real or imaginary. But if, in any who had 
the management of thoſe tranſactions, other paſſions 


(which were not to be nam'd nor own d) were to be gra- 


tified, ſuch as a rooted hatred of the perſon of the king, 
and a reſtleſs deſire to change the government of their 


country, it could be no wonder to find them acting as 


they did, nor to ſee things brought to that paſs at laſt, 
| I | that 
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Molta con- that the king's caſe was become the ſame with that of Hor- 
hi alive ef. deonius, in the hiſtorian, all that be gain d by bis conceſſions, 


dem bt .. was only their infiſting with greater fierceneſs upon ſuch 


criùs expo- 


rrids expo- FÞiNgs, as they well knew be would refuſe them. 


iebant ne- From theſe things it was but too plain, that there were 


gaturum. 


Tec. In. ſome in thoſe days, who were rather averſe to a reconci- 
4. 19. liation than deſirous of it. In the mean time how great 
was their unbappineſs, who, without meaning either the 
deſtruction of the king, or the ruin of the conſtitution, 


had any ways contributed to make perſons of ſuch a diſpo- 


ſition ſo powerful? It was now too late to examine the 
fair pretences of artful and deſigning men, and whether 
they went upon the good motives they profeſs d or no. 
If it appear'd in the end, that the power, which they 
had help'd them to, was us'd to ſerve oe ends, and 


to gratify private reſentments, they had great reaſon to 
be ſorry for having lodg'd it in ſuch hands. 


What I ſhall obſerve of the temper of too many of 


thoſe times is, how very far it was, from that commen- 
dable diſpoſition in ſubjects, that love of peace, that 
hearty deſire of the publick tranquillity, and of the hap- 
pineſs of their fellow-ſubjets, which the exhortation in 
the text ſuppoſes. 3.22 
Agreeable to what the apoſtle exhorts in the text con- 
cerning praying for all men and for princes is that direction 
of God to the 'Fews in the book of Feremy, where they 
are commanded fo ſeek the peace of the city, to which they 
had been carried away. captives, and to pray unto the Lord for 
it, Jer. xxix. 7. And the reaſon, with which God enforces 
this command, is the ſame with that in the text, For in 
the feace thereof ye ſhall have peace. Their condition at 
Babylon was no better than that of captives and exiles, 
yet, by their preſent ſituation, they were in ſome reſpects 
one and the ſame people with the inhabitants of that city, 
and as ſuch could not but participate of all the good or 


evil 
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evil chat befel them. Were plagues, or famines, or in- 


teſtine diviſions to make that city unhappy, the Jews 
who were amongſt them muſt have born their ſhare in 
thoſe miſeries. And on the other fide, in the proſperity. 
of that city, in the healthfulneſs of their ſeaſons, in their 
plenty and abundance, in the calm and quiet, of their 
government, the Jews, as ſtation'd amongſt them, muſt 
have found their account, and therefore were they to pray 
for the peace of that city. 


And here it is obvious to obſerve, that all the happineſs, 


which the return of their prayers could bring down up- 
on them, was only the happineſs. of poor captives, and 
ſuch as a people was capable of, who had been forc'd 


from their native country, and liv'd at that time in an 


abje& ſtate of dependance on their conquerors. 


But what is this to the incomparably greater intereſt 
which a free people, like ourſelves, have in the publick 
peace and tranquillity? What great bleſſings in our caſe 
are depending upon it? And how inexcuſable ſhould we. 
be, ſhould we not be ſollicitous, not only by our prayers, 
but by all other poflible means, to engage God's pro- 


vidence in our favour ? 

The confuſions which this day brings to mind muſt be 
a convincing argument to us of the inſtability of all hu- 
man affairs. We ſee plainly that a concurrence of cir- 


cumſtances once happen'd, when our own excellent form 


of government was not able to ſupport itſelf. And this 
ſhould naturally lead us to ſeek that ſecurity from God's 
protection of us and care over us, which can be had from 
nothing elſe. | © | 

We were at that time very ſafe from every foreign ene- 
my, when God, for our ſins, left us to the fatal conſe- 
quences of our unnatural heats and animoſities at home. 
Through the wrath of God, to uſe the expreſſion of the 


fuel 


prophet, was the land darkned, and the people was as the 
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fuel of the fire. So univerſal was the havock which the 
ſpirit of diſcord had made, that its contagion had reach'd 
all places. Neither the court, nor the country, nor the 
ſenate, nor the church was free from the effects of it. 
And when every thing was ſo diſpos d, as it was, for a 
civil war, it was but too likely, that it ſhould break out 
at laſt in the manner it did, and that the miſeries that at- 
tended it ſhould enſue. God had doubtleſs been greatly 
diſpleas'd with the fins of both parties, and therefore 
were all the means, that had been us'd to prevent this ſo 
great a calamity, without ſucceſs. To this it was owing 
that, in thoſe days of contention, neither the wiſdom of 
the wiſe, nor the laudable endeavours of the good men 
of that age could ſooner put an end to thoſe diſtractions. 
Had the grievances, which had occaſion d the heart-burn- 
ings of thoſe times, been continued, had thoſe who were 
made uneaſy by them had no opportunity of repreſenting 
them, or, upon a repreſentation, had no redreſs enfued ; 
it had not been ſo hard to aflign the cauſe, why the ſpirit 
of diſcord rag'd for ſo long a time, and in ſo high a degree. 
For it muſt be own'd that in the beginning of thoſe times 


the neceſſities, in which the king found himſelf, had occa- 


fion'd ſome extraordinary ſteps to be taken, and had no 
attention been paid to the complaints of thoſe who were 
intereſted in the conſequences of them, the continuance 
of their uneaſineſs had not been a thing to be wonder d at. 
But ſince the reverſe of this was true, and ſo many things 
had been conſented to, in order to remove all the appre- 
henſions, that the moſt jealous perſons could have of the 
regal power; ſince, to quiet the minds of the uneaſy, the 
king had diveſted himſelf of ſome of the choiceſt flowers 
of his crown, and had in a manner unking'd himſelf to 
convince all mankind of the ſincere diſpoſition he had to 
peace; when we reflect, that, after all this, things ſhould 
not be nearer to a reconciliation than they were 3 
what 
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what can we ſay to account for this, but that when means 


2 


ſo likely to obtain publick peace miſcarried, it was a ſigg 


that providence was determin d to puniſh a guilty peo- 
ple, and that, for th reaſon, tbe things, that belong'd to 


. their peace, were hid from their eyes? For this cauſe it was, 


that God permitted an handful of men to deſtroy their 


legal ſovereign, and with him the ancient government of 


their country, and for divers years together to carry on an 
unnatural war againſt the ſucceſſor to the crown. 


This muſt be a very affecting inſtance to ſhow us, how 


much the quiet and happineſs of kingdoms depends upon 
God ; bo chat we ma — ſay of — wr, in 
the book of Job, M ben be giveth quietneſs, who then can 
make trouble? and when be bideth bis face, who then can 
bebold him? Job xxxiv. 29. | | 
And now ſhould not this conſideration make us very 
careful how we incur his diſpleaſure? No one can tell 
how God will bear with any people, nor to what 
degree of guilt he will ſuffer them to go, before he pro- 
ceeds to puniſh them. This is one of the hidden things 
of God, and one of thoſe ſecrets of providence which we 
cannot know. But in the mean time how dangerous 
ſhould we think it to make any apprbachts towards that 
condition, that may be the filling up our iniquities, and 
making us ripe for his vengeance ? The fins of former 
times, the innocent Blood in particular, that was ſhed on 
this day, and for which we humble ourſelves before God 
at this time, are like fo e bver 
our heads, and to thoſe ſhould we add fteſh provotations, 
who can tell in what ſuch a conduct may end? © 
But it is beſides to be remember'd, that God has fa- 
vour' d us with great mercies, which muſt be plac'd” to 
our account, ſince the time that he afflicted us. And they 
are ſuch as have deſer d more than ordinary 'returns of 
gratitude and obedience. _ of them was reſtoring to 
Ko 2 EY us 
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us our ancient conſtitution both in church and ſtare, after 
the ſeveral years of confuſion that had paſſed over our 
heads, when he was pleas'd to bend the hearts of the peo- 
ple as the heart of one man, and induc'd them to bring 
back to the throne of his anceſtors a ſon of that prince 
who was murder'd as on this day. Nor is that other de- 
liverance ever to be forgotten, which God vouchſaf'd us 
ſome years after, when, by the means of our great deli- 
verer K. William, he reſcued us from two evils, that a free 
and proteſtant people can never too much guard againſt, 
popery and arbitrary power. The bleſſings of both deli- 
verances may well be mention'd together, ſince by each 
of them we found ourſelves reſtor'd to. our ancient go- 
vernment, our civil and religious rights, and to all the 
benefits of our happy conſtitution, upon which we can- 
not ſet too great a value. And when we confider, what 
God has done for us, in order to perpetuate theſe bleſ- 
fings to us, in eſtabliſhing the proteſtant ſucceſſion to the 
crown of theſe realms, we can look on this no otherwiſe 


than as an eminent ſtanding pledge of his kindneſs for 


theſe kingdoms. Theſe are very uncommon marks of 
the goodneſs of God towards us. And what are the returns 
we have made him ? Does our gratitude to him appear in 
that general concern for the honour of God, that ſober 
and ſerious ſenſe of religion, that might be expected? Is 
there all that piety and devotion, and all that virtue, righ- 
teouſneſs, and charity, that ſhould be in a people whom 
God has fo highly favour d? Or rather have we not rea- 
ſon to be alarm'd with the prophaneſs, and infide- 
lity, and the great and viſible want of religion in theſe 
times? . ; 1 b 7; 

One thing there is that ever will have a peculiar ten- 
dency to defeat all the prayers that are made, and all the 
endeavours that are us d, ſor publick peace and quiet, 


and the happineſs which depends upon it, and that is, 
| I | 
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want of due harmony and agreement amongſt our- 
ſelves. | 0 | 127389 
Since the time that we of this country ſhook off the 
intolerable yoke of the church of Rome, they have ever 
look'd with an envious eye upon a nation, whom they con- 
ſider d as the head of the proteſtant intereſt, and have 
ever been forming deſigns, how they might enſlave us a- 
gain. This point they have conſtantly had in view, and 
from nothing have they been more apt to flatter themſelves 
with hopes of ſucceſs, than from the quarrels and animo- 
ities, that have at any time prevail 'd amongſt us. It help'd 
no doubt not a little to inflame matters in thoſe times of un- 
eaſineſs, that there were thoſe who did not ſcruple to repre- 
ſent the king as a papiſt, and the religion of our church as 
popery, in which they were certainly very unjuſt to both; 
but in the mean time they did what the common enemy 
was not ſorry to find done. It is but too commona thing in 
all diſputes whatſoever, when parties run high, for thoſe of 
both ſides to entertain wrong notions of one another. 
Thus in the late times many of one fide look' d on all 
who paſs d for Arminians, as perſons who intended to in- 
troduce popery, and many of the other believ'd all in any 
of the Calviniſi notions to be enemies to the government 
and diſcipline of the church; neither of which ways of 
thinking was true: and the conſequence of theſe miſtakes 
was, that they did but ſharpen one party ſo much the 
more againſt the other, _ | 
But for a compleat view of the miſchievous effects of 
heats and animoſities, of all kinds whatſoever, when car= 
ried to a great height, we need only look back to thoſe 
times. 0 aan 0s Tres T7 Np 
As to the tragedy of this day, it is well known to what 
ſort of 3 actors of it were beholden for the prin- 


ciples they went upon, when they imbru' d their hands in 
e 


the blood of their ſovereign, 


2 
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This they did, as the noble hiſtorian tells us, at a time 
when © he had as great a ſhare in the hearts and affecti- 
« ons of his ſubjects, was as much belov'd and eſteem'd, 
« and long'd for by the people in general of the three na- 
<« tions, as any of his predeceſſors had ever been.” And 
it is but doing him juſtice to ſay, that if ſuch perſonal 
qualities, as devotion and piety, and temperance and cha- 
ſtity, and knowledge, could render either a prince or a 
private perſon amiable, K. Charles the ſinſt had all theſe 
in ſo great a degree, that he could not fail of being high- 
ly valued and eſteem'd for them. His affection for the 
national church was too great for the enemies of our con- 
ſtitution ever to forgive, and, for that reaſon, ſhould be 
thought too great ever to be forgotten by its friends. 

And it is no more than being juſt to the nation as well 
as to the king to obſerve, that in order to open the way 
to his deſtruction, his enemies found it firſt neceſſary to 
overturn, as it were, the very being of parliaments, by 
abſolutely hindring one of the houſes, which had unani- 
mouſly refus'd to join with them, from meeting, and by 
uſing violence that none might ſit in the other, but fach 
as they knew would favour their deſigus. Thoſe, who 
were truly the repreſentatives of the people, had voted 
the king's anſwer, at the laſt treaty, to be a good ground 
for peace; and they who voted afterwards the contrary, 

and by that means were the authors of the violence of 
this day, being ſo ſmall a part of the houſe as they were, 
could not due N e excluſion of others, to be the 
repreſentatives of t 22 eee Bid a 
The harrid fact itſelf was a great wound to religion, not 
only as it was done by thoſe who call'd themſelves chri- 
ſtians, but as it | was pretended to be done out of 'a*zeal 
for religion. Whatever they might perſuade others, (as 
it was neceſſary ſo black a crime ſhould! have ſome plauſi- 
ble colour put upon it) could they ever perſuade them- 
374 & 5 5 | | ſelves, 
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ſclves, that what they did was agreeable to the goſpel ? 
Could the mild and gentle ſpirit of the religion of Chriſt, 


which (as I have ſhow d int >) bas a quite con- 
_ trary tendency, ever lead 1 ſedition or rebellion, or 
put them on fo unnatural a Marder as was that of this day? 


For this ſo great crime are we endeavouring by our pre- 
ſent humiliation to avert the wrath of God. the ſcrip- 
ture we ſee, how very offenſive the fin of murder is to 
God, If a common perſon was ſlain in the land, and 
the author of the fact was not known, the people of the 
city near whom it was done, were, according to the law 
given to the Jews, to make a publick expiation for it. 
But the execrable fact of this day was attended with 
many aggravations. One of the moſt unjuſtifiable 
acts of violence that ever was committed was done in an 
open and folemn manner, under a pretenee of authority 


and juſtice, and the murder was no lefs than that of a 


prince by the hands of his own ſubjects. We of the 
preſent age are members of the ſame community, and 
tho e could not be nally concern's in the fin, yet, 
as our land has been defib d with blood, it is both our du- 
ty and intereſt to do all we can to expiate it. 

And, to do this more effectually, we cannot be too 
careful to cheriſh in our minds that love of peace, that 
deſire of the publick good, which the exhortation in the - 
text ſuppoſes. The want of a dutiful regard to govern- 
ment in one age cannot in a more proper way be decla 
againſt in another, than by a carriage, which is the re- 
verſe of that of faxmer. times. Nor can a deteſtation of 
the ſeditious principles and turbulent practices, which 
then prevail'd, be expreſs d at this day in a better mannes, 
than in a ſteddy and affectionate zeal for the gracious 
Prince, who now reigns over us. . 

It is under the happy influences of his good and juſt go- 
vernment, that we find ourſelves in full poſſeſſion of our 
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we all, of us emjay the in : Des of our laws. A 
wiſe and diſcerning; peop ever be fenfible of theſe 
bleſſings, and ſer that high Mue on them which they de- 
ſerve. Aud of courſe they ſhould be careful to avoid all 
manner of ſteps, that may have any kind of tendeney to 
publick diſturbances, and Ihould ever lock upon unani- 
mity amongſt themſelves, as: one t the main things; on 

which depends their ſtrength hid fecurity. 
. Now may God,. who alone*can turn the hearts of men 
as; he. pleaſes, give us this temper; «which is ſo neceflary 
fog one: —— and as · by, his gobdneſs to us, we have 
e quiet and repoſe, whilſt ſo great a part 


chf, 
25 Europe Ele the terrible effects of war and bloodſhed, ſo 


zugh-che, ſame good hand of our God upon us, may 
we every day become a people ſtill more thropghly uni- 
ted amongſt ourſelves. May his Majeſty's unwearied 
endeavours for the goof theſe realms, be ever crown d. 
with ſucceſs, and may he always find thoſe returns * 
us, that<agezdue tO avigilant; and kind, and gracious 
Prince . apphedicnt and. ann. people. 59 
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